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Upcoming Dates:Upcoming Dates:
  

3rd January3rd January
Start of spring termStart of spring term

  
9th January9th January

Mock exams beginMock exams begin
  

12th January12th January
Year 11 Parents EveningYear 11 Parents Evening

  
26th January26th January

Year 9 Parents EveningYear 9 Parents Evening

Smith's MythsSmith's Myths
  

The first Christmas crackers wereThe first Christmas crackers were
made in the UK.made in the UK.

  
William the Conqueror was crownedWilliam the Conqueror was crowned

on Christmas Eve.on Christmas Eve.
  

The first Christmas song to be playedThe first Christmas song to be played
in space was Jingle Bells.in space was Jingle Bells.

  
St Nicholas' coat was originally greenSt Nicholas' coat was originally green
before Coca-Cola changed it to red inbefore Coca-Cola changed it to red in

an advertising campaign.an advertising campaign.
  

                                                                                            Answers on next pageAnswers on next page                                              1

As we begin a new term in the early days of 2023, it is heartening to be able to share
this newsletter with so much positive news from last term. We were delighted to be
able to have a sense of returning to a more regular cycle of activities culminating in

the party for more senior members of our local community. We are exceptionally
grateful to MiQuills who provided a delicious meal for everyone who attended and

to staff and students who contributed to such a wonderful event. We also enjoyed a
very special whole school service of Holy Communion - the first time in a long time

that we have shared a service like this as a whole school community in St. Matthew's
Church.

 
I am acutely aware of the challenges which our communities currently face and I

pray that a new year will bring a sense of hope and optimism for a positive 2023. As
we enjoy the final days of the Christmas season and step into a new year, we look
forward to the opportunities of the year ahead. We will be celebrating Blue Coat
Sunday on 5th March 2023 with a theme of Respice Prospice, where we hope to

active reengage with Old Blues and celebrate the school's long and proud history.
 

Mr Smith, Principal



Stories should be between 125 and 500 words
Poems should be between 75 and 300 words
Entries may be handwritten or typed
All entries should be received on or before Friday 17th March 2023 and should clearly
display your name, age and school. 
Entries can be submitted electronically to youngwriters@walsallrotary.org or by post
to The Organiser, Young Writers Competition, Walsall Rotary Club, 336 Skip Lane,
Walsall WS5 3RA.
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Young Writers Competition 2023

The Rotary Club of Walsall is holding a creative writing
competition and Blue Coat CofE students aged between
11-15 are being invited to enter. 

Young writers are being asked to submit a story or poem
entitled 'Climate Change isn't Cool'. If you would like to
take part, here's what you need to know:

Prizes will be awarded for the best five entries, with the next best thirty entries all
receiving special awards. 

 
In 2022, the County Bridge Primary School won the prize for the highest number of entries

into the competition and their prize was a forest of over 300 trees planted near their
school! The trees were supplied by the Woodland Trust and planted on land supplied by

Walsall Council. 
 

Maybe we could win a very special prize for our entries in 2023? Good luck! From The
English Department.
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Prayer Corner
 

Jesus, as we celebrate Your birth, I pray that our
hearts would be filled with joy. That this holiday
season would be a time of happiness and love. A

time when we remember all the good times we’ve
had together and look forward to many more to

come. Thank You for my family and friends. I pray
that we would all be drawn closer to each other and

to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

1.True, 2. False, 3. True, 4. True

mailto:youngwriters@walsallrotary.org
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Trips with Mr Homer

10 Year 11 students accompanied by Mr Homer visited Newnham College Cambridge. The
trip was designed to show the opportunities available to our aspiring students. Here are

some reviews from our students:

Cambridge University College Visit

Great experience, definitely do this kind of thing again - Nimrah  
 

It opened my eyes to the opportunities available at the University of Cambridge. I loved
this experience - Kehinde  

 
This experience showed me what it’s like to study at Cambridge and allowed me to acquire

all the information and requirements needed to get accepted. This trip was very helpful
and useful - Taiwo 

Carding Mill Valley Trip

A really sodden visit to Carding Mill Valley
on the Long Mynd.

 
Years 13, 12, 11 and 10 Geographers battled

up the hill in treacherous conditions. The
students worked extremely hard on difficult

conditions showing huge amounts of
endurance and strength. While it wasn’t

quite the trip planned, the Geography
department is proud of all the students that

took part. 
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Birmingham A-Level Trip

Nine students went on a tour of Birmingham
to complete their Geography fieldwork
research. We visited Grand Central, Brindley
Place, The Mailbox and Digbeth on our tour.
Mr Homer was really pleased that Baseer had
decided to measure the quality of water and
also decided that Mr Homer was going to do
it. We look forward to very successful
coursework results in the New Year.
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Events at the School

Year 12 Careers Fair

Each year, the world of work is changing, and
it is very important that our students are

equipped for these changes. We want our
students to be able to make choices that will

inspire them and raise their aspirations for
their futures. On the 21st November Year 12
were able to attend a careers fair in the hall

and speak with various training and
education providers as well as people from

the world of work.  
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The session ran successfully from 9:15am until
12:00pm and each provider was able to share the
following:

• To know what opportunities, they can offer our
students
• The skills/qualities and qualifications required to
follow courses 
• The different routes (job opportunities/careers) on
offer from different organisations
• The number of students who successfully go onto
employment and particularly the financial side of
things

Pupils found the event useful.  A few comments that
were received, “I found a place that did the course I
wanted to pursue in the future,” and “I've learnt
about the different courses that each of the
universities do, and it gave me an idea of my career.”

The providers that were invited in were very
complimentary of our students and the event.  A few
even said how well prepared the pupils are when it
come to the path they want to take in the future!
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Year 7 Sky on Tour Experience
We were honoured to be chosen to take part in the Sky on Tour experience which promotes
the #GoZero project. All year 7 students were able to create their campaign to consider the
impact we have on the planet through playing and watching sport, and how small changes

(such as repairing equipment) can reduce carbon emissions. This is part of Sky’s 10-year plan
to #GoZero and help the world reduce carbon emissions.

 
Pupils had the opportunity to put their campaign to life by using the technology that was

brought into school. They were given different job roles and worked together in teams to bring
the campaigns to life. They used a green screen and recording equipment but more

importantly looked at the job roles that would be needed in order to complete the task set.
They had so much fun and Sky were so impressed with the campaigns! Pupils went home with

their own campaign that they can watch in their own time.
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Christmas Party for OAPs

On Monday 5th December, the Academy's Sixth Form threw a Christmas party for residents of
different care homes, such as Highgate Lodge Care Home, Cedar Falls Care Home and Pelsall

Hall Care Home, as well as our very own St Matthew's OWLs (Our Wave Length)! The party
included live music from the school choir, a special guest singer, popular band singer Laura
Burford, a game of Bingo, a Christmas quiz and a visit and presents from Santa. A deliciously
mouth-watering Christmas dinner was also served to all guests followed by pudding and, of
course, lots of mince pies. A huge thank you to all the Sixth Formers who volunteered their

time and made the event so special! A great time was had by all! 
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Science Competition Winners
Blue Coat Academy would like to say congratulations to the winners of the

Science Competition, we hope you enjoy your prizes! The individual winners are:
Rohan, Antoni, Kehinde, Naqeeb, Darisha, Sam, Olanike, Noreen, Alessia-Maria,

Achsha, Prosper, Laibah, Sumaia, Shakayla, and Cyra. The form groups who came
in first place are: 11APB, 10SJG, 9LAG/JSL, 8SSK, and 7SPK.

Macmillian Coffee Morning

On Wednesday 19th October, our Level One Pathway students hosted our
annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. We managed to raise £401.24! 

Online Safety - Helping You Keep Your Children Safe
Welcome to this new section of our newsletter, dedicated to helping you keep your

children safe online. Over the next couple of pages you will see some useful information
about Snapchat, a very popular app used by many students.






